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Important Concepts
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• Study Permit= Confirms your temporary resident status as a student in Canada

• It is your responsibility to maintain a valid immigration status and adhere to 
immigration rules (conditions) during your stay in Canada

Study Permit
• Status Document
• Authorizes you to 

study, work and 
remain in Canada

• Must remain valid
• Does not allow you 

to re-enter Canada

Temporary Resident Visa 
(TRV)
• Travel authorization only
• Does not confer status
• Expiry does not impact
your ability to remain in
Canada, but you cannot
Re-enter Canada with an
expired visa.

Electronic Travel Authorization (eTA) –entry document for 
visa- exempt national. Electronic and attached to passport. 
Can’t see it



Study Permit Conditions

Do not let your study permit expire!

• Must remain valid for duration of studies

• Study permit validity = expiry 90 days following program completion or 
expiry date on permit, which ever comes first

• Study permit invalid = no longer enrolled at Acadia other than the result 
of completing your studies (New regulation) 

• Expired permit? No longer registered ? Contact Wong International 
Centre immediately STOP STUDYING AND WORKING!
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Study Permit Extension/Update 
Conditions
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Change programs or change schools = may need apply for study permit again before 
resuming studies.

Visit the following website to determine if  you need to apply again

Find the right process based on your situation

If you’re moving in between post-secondary levels at the same DLI

If you’re changing DLIs at the post-secondary level

If you changed DLIs before November 8, 2024

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/change-schools.html


Study Permit Extension
When?

Apply to extend before the expiry date 
of your study permit inside Canada

IRCC recommends to apply online at 
least 30 days before expiry; 4-6 months 
ahead of expiry is advisable

• Technically you can apply up to the 
date of the expiry date and have 
“maintained” status, however, we do 
not recommend submitting the 
renewal application too close to the 
expiry date

• If you apply more than 6 months 
before expiry, include an explanation 
about why you are applying early
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The expiry date on your 

study permit tells you 

when you have to stop 

studying and either 

renew your status, 

change your status, or 

leave Canada. 



Study Permit Extension
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What if my study permit expires while I’m waiting for a decision?

• If you apply to extend your permit before it expires, can legally stay in Canada and 
keep studying while waiting for a decision even after expiry of current study permit-
”maintained status”

• DO NOT travel  outside of Canada while on maintained status –you will not be able to 
re-enter Canada*

For students coming to the end of studies and require a short study permit extension 
before applying for the PGWP: 

• Ensure to submit study permit extension early enough to have new study permit 
issued before your program ends

• Not recommended to apply for PGWP while on “maintained status” because you will 
not be able to work while waiting for your application to be processed



Study Permit Extension
How?

• IRCC will not issue immigration 
documents beyond the validity of 
your passport

• “A study permit extension” 
application refers to applicants who 
are inside Canada

• For applicants outside Canada: you 
must apply for a new study permit 
to cover the remainder of your 
studies, OR enter Canada before 
current permit expires to initiate 
extension application

• Must apply online by using current 
IRCC/GCKey account or create new 
GCKey account
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What if my study permit has already 
expired? Loss of Status

You lose your student status if any of the following applies

o study permit expired before you applied for a new one.

o changed the conditions on your study permit such as  

✓ your school (DLI),  

✓ type of study,  

✓ location of study or  time period of study  

✓ or didn’t respect the conditions of your study permit.

Once you lose your status, you can’t study or work  in Canada

If you apply after your permit expires, you can stay in Canada, but you can’t study 
or work  until your status has been restored, and you have received your new 
study permit.
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What if my study permit has already 
expired? Loss of Status

• You have lost your status. In some cases, you may apply to restore your status as 
a student. 

To apply, you must:

• Submit your application Restoration of Status & Study Permit Extension within 
90 days*of losing your status

• Pay your fees:  Restoration ($239.75) and Study permit ($150). Please contact 
Wong International Centre if you need assistance.

• You must also explain how you lost your status and why you stayed in Canada 
longer than allowed. 

• There’s no guarantee that your application will be approved. You can stay in 
Canada while IRCC processes your application.

    During this time, you can’t study (or work) until your student status is restored
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https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/extend-study-permit/expired-permit.html


What about my Temporary Resident 
Visa?

• If you have a Temporary, it will 
normally expire at the same time as 
your study permit.

• You can apply online for a new visa 
after you receive your extended 
study permit. You will need the same 
documents, plus a transcript.

• NOTE: 

When you apply for a study permit 
inside Canada, you will not 
automatically receive a new Temporary 
Resident Visa. 
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Prepare Your Key Documents 
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Study Permit Extension: Prepare your documents
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Confirmation of Enrolment

• As you are a current student, you should be providing proof of enrolment 
not a letter of acceptance and this letter should confirm

✓  current enrolment and enrolment for the next academic session 

✓  your expected graduation date

This letter is issued by the Office of the Registrar—Verification of Enrolment

Proof of Financial Support

• As in when you first applied for a study permit, you must prove that you can 
still support yourself, and the family members who come with you, while 
you are in Canada.

• You should be prepared to demonstrate the ability to fund at least one full 
year of tuition and a minimum of $ 20,635,000 CAD for one year of living 
expenses (additional funds required if you have dependent(s) living here 
with you)



TIP
What is accepted as proof of financial support?

• 4 months of bank statements from Canadian Bank

• Bank statements of your parents/sponsor from a 
Canadian or overseas bank for the past 3-4 months

• Proof of employment for your parents/sponsor

• Proof of business ownership for yourself/your 
parents/sponsor

• Guaranteed Investment Certificate (GIC) from a 
participating Canadian financial institution

• Proof of a student/education loan from a bank

• Proof you paid tuition and housing fees

• Proof of funding paid from within Canada, if you have a 
scholarship or are in a Canadian-funded educational 
program.
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TIP

Source of funds must be
clear and sufficient.
E.g., If parental support, 
include a letter from your 
parents and proof
of financial resources

If the balance(s) of any of the documentation above is in foreign currency, 
provide a screenshot of the Bank of Canada currency converter result (if 
your currency is not listed use xe.com.)



Study Permit Extension: Prepare your documents
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Provincial letter of Attestation-PAL

You may require a Provincial letter of Attestation-PAL when applying for another 
study permit. Some of the PAL exception examples include the following 
situations:

• Students inside Canada applying to extend their study permit to continue at 
the same Designated Learning Institution and the same level of studies (e.g., 
undergraduate to undergraduate, graduate to graduate) as their current study 
permit;

• Visiting exchange students studying under an exchange arrangement between 
your home institution and Acadia University , and you don’t pay tuition fees 
directly to Acadia University.

• If you have questions about the PAL exemptions, or if you require a PAL, please 
contact ?????



IRCC Online Application Platform: 
Preview & Navigation Tips
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IRCC/GCKey Account

• Login or create your GCKEY account (IRCC Secure Account)

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-
citizenship/services/application/account.html

• Need help? 

Read the instruction IRCC guide and/or Study Permit  guide-Wong International 
Centre
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https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/account.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/account.html
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Eligibility Questionnaire 

Demonstration

20



Document Checklist
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Download Current IMM Form(s)

Download the applicable IMM form(s) by putting your cursor over the 
document name. You’ll see a note that says, «Opens in a new window». 
This indicates that a form can be downloaded. 

• If you see a «Please wait» message when you’re downloading an IMM 
form: 

✓Click on the download arrow at the top right to save the file onto your 
computer and then open it with Adobe Acrobat Reader (free online)

✓ If you do not see the arrow, move your cursor to the top of the screen and 
it will appear
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Processing Time

IRCC Processing Times

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-
citizenship/services/application/check-processing-times.html
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https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/check-processing-times.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/check-processing-times.html


Filling out the IMM 5709 Form

Demonstration
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Can you help me with system issues?

I CAN’T LOG IN TO MY IRCC 
ACCOUNT!

If you are trying to sign in and you 
keep getting sent back to the 
homepage, try the following:

1. Try another browser

2. Try clearing cache

3. Try another device

I CAN’T ACCESS THE IMMFORM!

You need Abode Reader to open the 
IMM form. If you don’t have Abode, 
you can download it online for free.

It is not possible to open the IMM 
Forms in a browser. You must 
download it, save it to your 
computer and then open the file 
from the saved location.
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Study Permit Extension: After you 
Apply

Temporary Resident Visa (TRV)

• You may want or need to extend your TRV after receiving your Study Permit 
extension

• However, the TRV will only be granted to match the duration of your new study 
permit
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FAQs
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What if my study permit expires while 
I’m waiting for a decision?

• If you applied for a study permit extension before the expiry of your study 
permit, you have what is called “maintained status” until a decision is made on 
your application. You can continue to study (and work, if eligible) until you 
either receive the new study permit or receive a refusal.

• If you receive a refusal, please contact a Wong International Centre advisor 
international@acadiau.ca for advice.
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I am waiting for a decision on my study 
permit, can I return home?

• If you applied to extend your study permit but IRCC haven’t approved your 
application yet, and your current study permit TRV/eTA has expired, you won’t 
be able to enter Canada

• Lose your “maintained status” if you leave Canada and your application may be 
refused
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THANK YOU

international@acadiau.ca

mailto:international@acadiau.ca


Questions
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